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officials and the threatened collapse of the law; the organiza- 
tion of the Committee and the attention that it gave to villains 
in all vestments ; its acts and their consequences. All of th6se 
are treated in logical clearness and with sane deduction. To 
the general history are appended several chapters devoted to the 
sequential of the work of the Committee and of its successors of 
1856 and 1877. The author has thoughtfully included a biblio- 
graphy of unusual character, and each volume contains an 
admirable index. 

The literary style is excellent and the scope of English 
has more than usual latitude. While rigid in its historical pro- 
portions, the author has happily and successfully eliminated 
the painful aridity that dessicates many works of history, and 
the volume easily permits fluent reading. Moreover, Miss 
Williams has a keen sense of dramatic situations, and a very 
subtle humor which she has gracefully and humanely injected 
into her work. Some of the historical plots which she has 
graphically exposed might justifiably add new motifs to the 
sadly overworked plots of these days of crime and movies. 

We have had among us always, the prototypes of the 
biblical characters of Ishmael and Thomas, and in time doubt- 
less, both of them will bend their destructive and dubious ener- 
gies to the undoing of this work. But the contention can be 
neither formidable nor convincing. But few modern books 
have added much to Californian history, and of that minute 
number this work is one of the best and most readable that 
has been offered for many years. As an abiding authority its 
definite permanence is even now securely established. 

Robert Ernest Cowan. 
* 



Gold and Sunshine. Reminiscences of Early California. 
By Col. James J. Ayers. Boston: (Richard B. Badger), 1922. 

Many books of this class are overburdened with gener- 
alities. In his work, Col. Ayers has rather deftly avoided them, 
and happily for that end he had several distinct advantages. 
He arrived in San Francisco on the Laura Ann, in the autumn 
of 1849, and his recollections are those of a mature man. He 
completed his book in 1896, and naturally his perspective in the 
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retrospect was much clearer twenty-five years ago, than it could 
be today were he with us. The writer was a journalist who 
in* 1851 was one of the founders of the "Calaveras Chronicle." 
Later, in 1856, he was one of the company that established 
the San Francisco "Daily Morning Call," which journal still 
survives. His journalistic experiences elsewhere were wide and 
his training is evidenced in his book, as in it there is con- 
siderable "live news." 

The Vigilance Committee, and the Broderick-Terry duel 
are the two great chapters of the fifties most favored by writers. 
Col. Ayers was in San Francisco during both of these events, 
but he has said but little about tbemv-and doubtless such was 
his intention. 

Of lesser known episodes of interest his accounts are more 
extended. He gives a graphic description of the Chilean aggres- 
sion in Calaveras in 1849. This was the attempt of the Chileans 
to monopolize mining, having introduced peons for that pur- 
pose. Sanguinary difficulties ensued, and this narrative of Col. 
Ayers seems to be all that has appeared in print. An account 
of the establishment of the "Morning Call," is equally inter- 
esting. 

In 1872, Col. Ayers settled in Los Angeles, where the 
last quarter-century of his life was passed. He was a well- 
known, influential, and highly respected character, and he gives 
us much that is new of the men, life, and events of the south. 
His death occurred in 1897. There are a few minor errors in 
the work, but for those who care for the early days of Cali- 
fornia, this volume cannot fail to hold real and unaffected 
interest. 

Robert Ernest Cowan. 

* 



La societe calif ornienne de 1850, d'apres Bret Harte. Paris, 
1921. By Cecile Reau. Published by Oilier-Henry: for 
sale in San Francisco at The French Book Store. 

History is not alone a record of events. The study of man 
in his social reactions is of the very fabric of history. From 
this wider point of view it can safely be said that one of the 
most interesting contributions to the history of early California 



